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Introduction 


Madurai, formally known as Madura, is the third-largest city in the Indian state of Tamil Nadu. The city that rests 
on the river Vaigai banks is also among the oldest continuously inhabited cities in the world. The city is well 
known for its rich heritage and Tamil language promotion through “Sangams’” for ages. The Meenakshi Amman 
temple situated in the heart of the city is famous, and there are a number of temples in and around the city. 
Hence the city is often called the City of Temples (Koil Maanagar). Madurai is famous for an annual celebration 
named Chithrai Festival, taking place during mid-April-May. Millions gather in the city to attend this carnival that 
lasts for almost one month, making it the world’s most extended celebration. Jallikattu is another highlight that 
Madurai is known for, and it coincides with the Pongal festival in January. 


The term Jallikattu is made up of two elements, Jalli and Kattu. Here Jalli is known as ‘Salli’ or ‘Kasu’ in Tamil means 
coins, and Kattu stands for bundle or pouch. This together signals a yellow pouch of coins tied to the bull’s horn 
during the event. Jallikattu is a taming sport held in Tamil Nadu as part of festival celebrations on Mattu Pon- 

gal day, regionally known as Eru Thazhuvudhal or Maniu Virattu means ‘hugging the bull’. This event has been 

in traditional practice since 400-100 B.C. Tracing back to its history, the sport was common among the ancient 
Aayars from the Mullai region and Yadava (Mayor) community. Later, it turned into a platform for the display of 
bravery, and prize money was introduced for fueling participation. The ceremony was also used as a traditional 
way of finding a physically powerful groom. The person who successfully tames the bull would win the maiden. 
History marks that Jallikattu was prevalent in the country since Indus Valley Civilization as a stone seal found at 
Mohenjodaro has this sport engraved on it. This 4000-year-old seal can now be found at the National Museum in 
New Delhi. A 1500-year-old cave painting discovered near Madurai beautifully finished in white kaolin also depicts 
aman trying to control a bull. 


This sport is played during Pongal as a way to include Lord Muniswara. According to mythology, once Lord Shiva 
asked Basava, his bull, to convey a message to Earth’s people asking them to take an oil bath every day and have 
food once a month for six months. However, Basava confused the two messages and eventually asked people to 
eat every day and take an oil bath once a month. Knowing this, the furious Lord Shiva cursed Basava to turn a do- 
mestic animal for humans and help plough their fields. People who believe in this legend worship and try to tame 
cattle stock in Jallikattu event. From years, this ritual is practiced; hence Bulls are bred by households especially 
farmers, specifically for the event. The bulls are often taken for swims to strengthen their legs, muds are applied 
to their horns, and various other measures are taken to make the bull strong, healthy, and look good. Before the 
event commences, the bulls are taken to the local temple or any worship center to seek blessings before they 

are released in the event. This has turned into a profession for many in the villages, undertaking bull training and 
practicing taming from generations. The embracer is believed to polish his skills and learn new tricks with each 
year of participation. 
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With these centuries of Practice and Celebration, the sport has become an intrinsic part of the Tamil culture, 
breaking all religious and caste barriers. The sport is usually held once a year in villages to celebrate mainly local 
temples and church festivals. Christian churches organized about 30% of the events held during 2013. The sport 
which is played on the third day of Pongal (festival in Tamil Nadu) has a natively reared bull being left free in an 
arena. Groups of people enter this arena and have to try and tame the bull with bare hands. The participants try 
to do this by holding the bull’s hump. There are two kinds of bull in the event one is called Suthumadu on which 
the player shall stick to the hump tightly until the bull rotates thrice, and the other is Pokumadu on which the 
player shall hang until it reaches the endpoint. 


SOHETAATT 


ALANGANALLUR 


Alanganallur is a Panchayat town, which is 18 km away __ Buses for Allanganallur can be boarded from Periyar Bus 
from Madurai district. Stand. 


. : Pd - 


Periyar Bus Stand — Madurai city’s main Bus stand. Special buses are allotted for Allanganallur, Madurai. 
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Special buses from various places for the convenience _ The place is covered with flex and banners of sponsors 
of participants and spectators of jallikattu at Alanganal- of the event. 
lur during Pongal festival. 
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The place is covered with flex and banners of sponsors __ The place is covered with flex and banners of sponsors 
of the event. of the event. 
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Three Sub - Events Under Jallikattu 


Manju Virattu is a kind of Jallikattu practiced in the districts of Madurai, Pudukkottai, Theni, Thanjavur, and Salem. 
Visual media widely popularize this type like television and movies. It involves an array of bulls being released one 
after another from an enclosure with an opening. As the bull comes out of the enclosure, one person clings to the 
hump of the bull. In its attempt to break free, the bull shakes the person off will bolts while some try to hook the 
player with their horns. To win the prize, the participant is expected to hold the running bull for a predetermined 
time and distance to win the prize. At a time, one person is allowed to attempt hugging the bull. This rule is being 
strictly followed by the village committee, who takes charge of the event. 


Veli Virattu is slightly different from Vadi Manju Virattu but the rules are the same. This type of Jallikattu is more 
popular in the districts of Sivagangai, Mana Madurai, and Madurai. Here the bulls are released into an open 
ground without any restrictions in the form of a rope or set path. Once released, the bulls are free to run in any 
direction, elevating the difficulty level of the sport. Most bulls don’t even come close to any human, but others 
stand in the middle of the ground to challenge players to make a move and then fight the person with their skills. 
These are the bulls who exhibit their magnificence and provide a spectacle for onlookers, players, and bull own- 
ers. 


Vadam Manju Virattu stands taming a bull with rope, here Vadam represents rope, and Manju Virattu means bull 
taming in Tamil. In this type of sport, the bull is tied to a 50 feet long rope and is left free to move within the de- 
signed space. A team of 7 or 9 participants then must attempt to bring the bull under control within 30 minutes. 
This event is considered much safer for spectators than other types as the bull is tied, and blockades shield the 
audience. 
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Tam il Nad u The name Jallikattu was introduced in the 16th century, until the sport was known as Eru Thazhuvudhal, meaning 


to hug the Bull. Most of the temple carnivals of every town would announce Jallikattu as a sport event during 


Bull Taming Sport the celebration. Eventually the winning bulls are treated and positioned specially as the alpha male for breeding 


by activity. Here if a bull is being tamed for more than 2 times, its vigor is not considered apt for breeding. It is then 
Prof. Bibhudutta Baral and Srikanth Bellamkonda castrated and sent for farming or transportation purposes. Calves from strong bulls are still found to be taken 
NID Campus, Bengaluru care by village temples. They are trained for tough vigor and later made to participate in Jallikattu when full 


grown, this practice is very much part of a village culture in Tamil Nadu. Here are some glimpse of bull prepara- 
tion for Jallikattu event. 
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Bulls are given a bath in the morning on the previous day of the event. 
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Bulls are fed after the bath. . 
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Bull horns are smeared with colours. Anklet bells are tied around bulls legs. 
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Different colour powders are used for decorating the bull. 
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Bulls are taken back home from Alanganallur, Muniyandi 
temple. 


Little boy holding a calf. 


Using Vehicles, bulls are transported before and after 
the event. 


i cy get | Cae 
Bulls coming out after getting blessings from Alan- 
ganallur, Muniyandi temple. 
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the Supreme Court of India banned Jallikattu. This was commanded under the petition of Animal activists and 
PETA India. Later in January 2016, The Government of India passed an order exempting the sport from all other 
performances that involve bullfight. Subsequently, on 14th January 2016, the Supreme Court again upheld the ban 
on the event, leading to widespread protests all over Tamil Nadu. 
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After the ban’s announcement, Tamil Nadu saw grave protests and rallies all over the state, even crossing the 
territories and enjoying support from other parts of the country as well. On 8th January 2017, the state had to 
combat with thousands of people on the road at Chennai Marina, opposing the ban on Jallikattu. The partici- 
pants walked from the lighthouse to the labor statue bearing posters saying ‘save Jallikattu’. Churches conducted 
prayer mass, students from various towns started rallies, women went for hunger strikes, political parties an- 
nounced noncooperation, and celebrities extended support, all these in the wake of the prohibition. Numerous 
Jallikattu events were held across Tamil Nadu in protest of the ban, and hundreds of participants were detained 
by police in response. 


Source: 
http://www.dsource.in/resource/alanganallur-jal- 
likattu-tamil-nadu/jallikattu-ban-and-protest 


1. Introduction Simultaneously, the Supreme Court ordered a stay to the sport after considering the Animal Welfare Board of 
2. Three Sub - Events Under Jallikattu India’s petitions challenging the central government’s new notification defending Jallikattu. Hence to fuming un- 
3 Village Culture in Tamil Nadu rest, the government and Supreme Court collectively decided to postpone the final verdict on the issue. 


4. Jallikattu Ban and Protest 


However, the Governor of Tamil Nadu permitted the continuation of Jallikattu on 17th January 2017, but this was 


5. Jallikattu Event Rules only under a new ordinance designed. On 23rd January 2017, the Tamil Nadu government also declared a bi-par- 
6. Jallikattu at Alanganallur 2018 tisan bill, with Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s accession, exempting Jallikattu from the Prevention of Cruelty to 
7. Video Animals Act (1960). Hence, under this exemption, the first legal Jallikattu was scheduled on 1st February 2018 in 


8. Contact Details 


Madurai district’s Alanganallur region. 
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Jallikattu Event Rules 


According to the new rules, the participants shall not be permitted to stand in front of the bull’s path as they 
enter the frontline. They shall also not be permitted to block the bull’s exit path once they cross the arena. The 
participants shall be permitted only to embrace the bulls by hanging to their hump and run along for 15 m by 
distance or 30 sec by time or else sustain three jumps of the ferocious bull. Once the bull reaches its run area, the 
participants will not be allowed to touch the bulls any longer. The participants shall not be allowed to hold on to 
the tail, horns or even restrict the bull’s movement by holding on to the bulls’ legs. Participants violating these 
guidelines shall be liable to be debarred from the sport for a lifetime. For participation in the event, the likely 
applicant has to abide by formalities like submission of a form with rules and regulations, individual photos, and 
medical checkup is being done to all the participants. The organizations are liable to take full responsibility for 
the whole event; hence they shall take prior permission for the persons as well as their bulls participating in the 
Jallikattu event from the Collector of the respective district. With the assistance of experts of the Animal Hus- 
bandry Department, the Collector ensures that the bulls are free from any diseases and not intoxicated with any 
substance or object that makes bulls violent or ferocious. Some injuries have also happened during Jallikattu but 
the Medical Crew has given proper medical aids. 
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Gallery arrangements for spectators. Tourist Gallery prepared for foreigners. 
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Police personnel were deployed for the protection. Fencing is done on both sides of the arena for the safe- 


ty of the spectators and the bull. 
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Emergency and Medical crews are kept ready in case of Medical crew carrying the injured tamer. 
any accidents. 


D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.dsource.ir 


Design Resource 
Alanganallur Jallikattu - 
Tamil Nadu 


Bull Taming Sport 

by 

Prof. Bibhudutta Baral and Srikanth Bellamkonda 
NID Campus, Bengaluru 


Source: 


5. Jallikattu Event Rules 


An ambulance is 


5 


D’source 


16 
Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.dsource.in _ 


Aianeanallur Jallikattu - Jallikattu at Alanganallur 2018 


Tam il Nadu On 16th January 2018, in an attempt to officially announce the reimplementation of the sport, Tamil Nadu Chief 
Minister Edappadi K Palaniswami and Deputy Chief Minister O Panneerselvam jointly inaugurated the famous 
Jallikattu event at Alanganallur of Madurai district. The Alanganallur Jallikattu is a state government-sponsored 
bull-embracing event. The Chief Minister read out an oath while others repeated it. Around 500 plus bull embrac- 
ers, 1,000 plus bulls, and spectators from different parts of the state, country, and even foreign lands gathered at 
the event. 
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Two cars and three two-wheelers were among the prizes that were distributed to the winning bull-tamers and 
the owners of the winning bulls. Gold coins, electronic items, and cash were also part of the prize list. 
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Chief Minister Edappadi K. Palaniswami along with oth- Thiru Edappadi K. Palaniswami and Thiru O. Panneersel- 


er party functionaries took an oath, pledging to follow vam waved a green flag and started the event. 
the rules, ahead of the Jallikattu in Alanganallur. 
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Chief Minister Thiru Edappadi K. Palaniswami interact- Bull Tamers are waiting for the temple bull to come out 
ing with Bull Tamers. from Vaadivaasal. 


D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.dsource.in 


Design Resource 
Alanganallur Jallikattu - 


Tamil Nadu 

Bull Taming Sport 

by 

Prof. Bibhudutta Baral and Srikanth Bellamkonda 
NID Campus, Bengaluru 


be ~*~ = 


The event started when the temple bulls passed Bull Tamer Mr. Ajay from Alanganallur received ‘Hyundai 
through the arena. Eon’ by taming eight bulls in the event. 


Source: 


6. Jallikattu at Alanganallur 2018 
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Ministers are watching the Jallikattu event. Bull owner Mr. Santosh from Milakaranai received a ‘Re- 
nault Kwid’ on behalf of the best performing bulls. 
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Two wheelers kept for prize winners. 


6. Jallikattu at Alanganallur 2018 
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Second prize winner for bull taming. 
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Glimpse of The Event 
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NID Campus, Bengaluru suggestions and clarifications: 
Helpdesk Details: 
Co-ordinator 
Project e-kalpa 
Source: ; ; R & D Campus 
http://www.dsource.in/resource/alanganallur-jal- National Institute of Design 
likattu-tamil-nadu/contact-details #12 HMT Link Road, Off Tumkur Road 
Bengaluru 560 022 
India 


1. Introduction 
2. Three Sub - Events Under Jallikattu Phone: +91 80 2357 9054 
3. Village Culture in Tamil Nadu ia bloat oA 
. mail: dsource.in[at]gmail.com 
4. Jallikattu Ban and Protest 
5. Jallikattu Event Rules 
6. Jallikattu at Alanganallur 2018 
7. Video 
6. Contact Details 
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